
categories. One other mi-

nor change to the digital 

division is that images 

must be resized to a maxi-

mum of 1024 pixels on the 

longest side. 

If you have any photog-

raphy equipment you are 

no longer using, you may 

bring it to our meeting. We 

will have a table set up for 

everyone to display gear 

they would like to sell. 

We are always in need of 

people to help out at club 

meetings. Please contact 

me or any other officer or 

board member via email or 

at one of our meetings if 

you are interested in help-

ing out. The more mem-

bers that get involved, the 

better our club will be. 

I look forward to seeing 

everyone in September! 

By Larry Hayes 

I hope you are as excited 

as I am as we prepare for a 

new season of learning, 

sharing, and camaraderie 

beginning with our first 

meeting on September 

2nd. Officers and board 

members have been busy 

this summer discussing 

ideas and ways in which we 

can improve our club and 

enhance everyone’s experi-

ence. 

We will continue the meet-

ing format we initiated in 

January with a photograph-

ic presentation one month, 

followed by two months 

worth of image competition 

the next month. Kevin has 

a great lineup of programs 

planned for the coming 

year, beginning with a 

presentation from Ed Post 

that you won’t want to 

miss. In October we will 

begin a new year of image 

competition which will in-

clude the addition of two 

new categories: Mono-

chrome and Scapes. You 

can find the definition of 

these two new categories 

in our online Member’s 

Handbook and on page 

three of this newsletter. In 

addition, we have made it 

easier than ever for every-

one to submit more images 

for competition. As in years 

past, you may submit up to 

six images in both digital 

and print competition for a 

total of up to 12 images 

per month. Unlike in years 

past, only one of the six 

images in each division 

must be from the assigned 

category. The other five 

images may be entered in 

any one, or combination of 

categories the artist choos-

es. If you choose not to 

enter an image into the 

assigned category, you 

may still enter up to five 

images in the remaining 

President’s Message 

Monthly Meeting Information 

September: Wednesday, September 2, 2015 @ 7:00 PM 

“Digital Asset Management” and “A year in the Life of a Nature Photographer” presented 
by guest speaker Ed Post. 
 
Ed became a serious photographer 25 years ago after attending 
the first of several workshops with professional photographers 
John Gerlach and Rod Planck.  Since that time, Ed has worked 
to hone his skills in photography and now shoots digital images 
exclusively.  Ed leads workshops and photo tours.  He is also a 
frequent lecturer on nature and landscape photography.  His 
work has been widely published and he has received honors and 
awards in contests and exhibitions. To support his hobby, Ed 
serves as a Circuit Court Judge for Ottawa County, where he 
lives with his wife Barbara. 
 
 
October: Wednesday, October 7, 2015 @ 7:00 PM 
 
We will have two months worth of Photo Competition & Discussion. Come and join us to 
see some of the best photography Grand Rapids has to offer. 

Our Mission 
We seek to promote the knowledge and enjoyment of photography 

through education, programs, activities and competition. 

Summer 2015 

THE CURRENTS 

“A good photograph is 

knowing where 

to stand.” 

 

Ansel Adams 
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© Ed Post 

Visit our webpage at www.rivercitycameraclub.org for more information  



By Bob Bayer 

After much bribing of the judges and a 
couple of food fights in the back, the 
competition got underway and the fol-
lowing photographers took home medals 
(in alphabetical order): 

Bob Bayer 

Jack Eichner 

Dan Gomer 

Linda Greer 

Larry Heydenburg 

Kevin Povenz 

Sharon VanderBoon 

Mike Wendling 

The final results are posted on the web-
site.  
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Get Closer to Your Birds 

birds across North America 
such as identification, full 
color range maps, links to 
photos on Flickr, facts and 
my favorite thing, the 
sounds and calls of all the 
birds listed. Instead of me 
getting all that it offers 
wrong, here is the link to 
this app so you can take a 
look for yourself. https://
play.google.com/store/
apps/details?
id=com.whatbird.pro&hl=e
n 
Another great tool that you 
can use once you have the 
iBird Pro app to call in your 
birds is an “almost daily” 
email report on where to 
find “not so common” birds 
in Ottawa County.  (You 
can subscribe to different 
counties) (http://ebird.org/
ebird/alert/summary?
sid=SN37396)  This email 
is called ebird-alert and is 
another must have for bird 
photography lovers. These 
emails will provide you with 
what has been spotted, by 
whom and where with a 
map of the location. I find 
this very helpful when 
looking for birds to go out 
and search to photograph. 
The best part of your ebird-
alert email is that it is de-
livered FREE!! 

Now if you want to take it 
one step farther…you know 
that once you hear and 
identify your bird that you 
are calling in you want to 
get the shot. Once you 
have that bird heading in 
your direction to see what 
all the commotion is about, 
as soon as he spots you he 
will keep his distance and 
sometimes he will just fly 
off never to be seen again. 
What you need now is a 
camouflaged cover-up for 
you and your camera. 
There are probably a num-
ber of variations but the 
one I like to use and works 
great can be found here 
(http://www.amazon.com/
Camouflage-Lightweight-
photography-camouflage-
polycotton/dp/
B00J8G4WAQ) it is a little 
pricey at $79.00 (crap I 
paid $99.00 for mine) but 
no one said that photog-
raphy was an inexpensive 
hobby.  Use this camou-
flage cover-up to conceal 
yourself and have your bird 
landing closer to you than 
you though possible.  

Have fun and go out there 
and get that bird photo you 
have always wanted. 

By Kevin Povenz 

Have you ever walked 

through a park or woods 

and heard a Pileated Wood-

pecker (or insert your fa-

vorite bird here) off in the 

distanced. You then won-

der how you can get the 

bird to come to you instead 

of you hunting through the 

woods trying to find him 

only to have him fly away 

just moments before you 

get close. If this has hap-

pened to you maybe it is 

time for you to step up 

your game a little and see 

if you can get that closer 

shot that you have always 

dreamed about. 

What I have been using for 
the last few years now is a 
phone app called iBird Ex-
plorer Pro 3.1. Do a search 
in your apps store for “iBird 
Pro” and “iBird Pro North 
America” will come up in 
your search. Now the app 
isn’t free ($9.99) but com-
pared to what we spend on 
other photo equipment, 
this is a must have for any 
bird photographer. The app 
has information on 900+ 

“No one said that 

photography was an 

inexpensive hobby”. 

© Kevin Povenz 

Awards were also handed out this year for 
the following achievements: 

Monthly Print Competition Winner 

1st Bob Bayer      - 696 points 

2nd Mike Wendling  - 617 points 

3rd Dan Gomer      - 607 points 

Monthly Digital Competition 

1st Kevin Povenz    – 1,073 points 

2nd Marilyn Keigley – 1,039 points 

3rd Bob Bayer       – 1,022 points 

Lifetime Achievement Awards 

Kevin Povenz – *4,010 points. 

*Achieving 3000 points takes at least 2 
years to score enough points 

 

 

Congratulations 
to all the win-
ners and to 
everyone in the 
camera club 
that comes to 
the meetings. 
Hopefully you 
take home new 
ways to im-
prove your 
photographic 
skills. 

I know my skills, in my opinion, have 
improved dramatically from last year 
after seeing all of the great images 
and stealing ideas from the best of 
them. 

Hope to see everyone back next year 
and bring your friends… we still have 
some empty seats available. 

2014-2015 Year-End Reflection 

© Bob Bayer 
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2015 Assigned Subjects 

September: Street Photography 

This is defined by one entity as photography which features the human 
condition within public places, and does not necessitate a presence of a 
street, or even an urban environment. The subject does not have to be 
people, but may be an object or environment where the image shows a 
decidedly human character or aesthetic. Framing and timing are keys in 
trying to capture a decisive or poignant moment. The image can be candid 
or fine art. Here are some keys to making an interesting, meaningful shot, 
taken from the Digital Photography School web site on this subject. 1. Less 
is more, 2. Off the beaten track, 3. Stolen moments, 4. True colors 
(Sometimes black and white is best, and sometimes things are very color-
ful.) 5. In the background-what is going on behind or around the subject, 
6. Experiment with different angles, 7. Opposite attract-use of contrast, 
either in ideas, lighting, or subject matter, 8. What a performance-street 
performers and parades are examples, 9. Fortune favors the brave-getting 
close to your subject if desired, 10. Ready to pounce-have your camera 
ready-expect the unexpected, 11. Blend in with the scene and shoot unob-
trusively and unnoticed, 12. Freeze motion or show motion, 13 Location, 
location, location-be where people interact at a time when they are doing 
so. For more information visit: http://digital-photography-school.com/20-
quick-street-photography-tips/ 

 

October: Minimalism 

This is making an image with simple, stripped to the bare essentials, com-
position. Here are a few explanations from Mike Koole’s presentation last 
year: To arrive at minimalism one needs to eliminate non-essential as-
pects of the image. Leave out of the image any part or components which 
do not characterize the essence of the subject. When a scene is viewed for 
a photograph, find a way to de-emphasize or remove what distracts from 
the subject or objective. It can be an abstract. Use of light, leading lines, 
space, texture, shadow, contrast, coloring, cropping, framing, depth of 
field, back lighting, long exposure, and software can be employed to make 
an interesting minimalism image. 
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Summer 2015 

Submitting Images for 

Monthly Club Competition 

Active Members may submit up to 6 images, 1 

must be in the Assigned category. You may enter 

up to 5 images in any other category for a total of 

6 images in both Digital and Print Competitions. 

 

DIGITAL IMAGES 

Send your images to 

“RCCCDigital@RiverCityCameraClub.org” by mid-

night on the Wednesday prior to competition. 

PRINTS 

Due by 6:50 PM on evening of competition. 

 

Competition Categories Available 

Assigned, Creative, Monochrome, Nature, Open, 

Photojournalism, Portrait, and Scapes. 

 

Reference our Member’s Guide                      

for more information on                              

Categories and Competition Rules 

http://www.rivercitycameraclub.org/

images/2015_RCCC_MembersGuide.pdf 

Monthly Image Competition Information 

 

               Categories Added! 

Monochrome 

An image is considered to be Monochrome only if it 
gives the impression of having no color (i.e. con-
tains only shades of gray which can include pure 
black and pure white) OR it gives the impression 
of being a grayscale image that has been toned in 
one color across the entire image. (For example by 
Sepia, red, gold, etc.) A grayscale or multi-colored 
image modified or giving the impression of having 
been modified by partial toning, multi toning or by 
the inclusion of spot coloring does not meet the 
definition of monochrome and shall be disqualified. 

Scapes 

An image is considered to be a scape if it includes 
a scene having a wide or expansive field of view. 
Such a scene may consist of an area of land, wa-
ter, city or urban setting singly or in combination 
and may include people, animals, natural objects 
or man-made structures so long as they don't take 
away from the overall expansive view. 

© Kevin Povenz 

http://digital-photography-school.com/20-quick-street-photography-tips/
http://digital-photography-school.com/20-quick-street-photography-tips/


“Where else can you 

see monster trucks and 

get up close to these 

trucks for just $7.00? ”. 

By Kevin Povenz 

One of my favorite sum-
mertime photography 
events is the county fair 
and all the excitement that 
goes along with it. You 
have such a variety of 
events that is non-stop for 
a week straight you are 
bound to come away with 
some great photos. 
 
Here are a few local fairs 
that I like to go to: 
Ottawa County Fair - 
http://
www.ottawacountyfair.com
/ 
Hudsonville Community 
Fair - http://
www.hudsonvillecommfair.
com/ 
Ionia Free fare - http://
www.ioniafreefair.com/ 

Since the Hudsonville fair is 
coming up in August I will 
mostly reference that fair 
in my report. 
 
You may ask, what kind of 
photography can I get at a 
fair? Well let me tell you 
that there is plenty to cap-
ture. Let just start with the 
main events inside the 
grandstands. There are 
usually a variety of events 
that you can expect in the 

area and usually consist of 
Antique Tractor Pulls, Truck 
and Tractor Pulls, Off Road 
Demolition, Motocross and 
Monster Trucks. Wow….I 
didn’t know they were hav-
ing monster trucks at the 
Hudsonville Fair, you know 
where I will be on Saturday 
night of fair week. Where 
else can you see monster 
trucks and get up close to 
these trucks for just $7.00? 
There is a trick with getting 
closer to the action. I have 
learned over the past cou-
ple of years that all you 
really have to do is act like 
you are supposed to be 
there. Try to get yourself 
into a few locations that 
others will not go into. 
Bring your tripod as this 
makes you look official. 
And of course a big long 
lens will always help the 
cause of getting you closer 
to the action.  
 
Once the sun starts to set, 
this is when the fun really 
starts at the fairgrounds. 
There is always lights on 
the rides that come on at 
dusk. And these 
lights…..they move… mak-
ing a great opportunity for 
long exposure light move-
ment shots. Set up where 
you can get the whole ride 
movements into your 

frame and wait for the ride 
to begin moving. You will 
not really need to be wor-
ried about the people walk-
ing around as they will not 
really show up in your long 
exposure shot as long as 
they keep moving. Set 
your camera up on a tripod 
and shoot in manual mode 
at a low ISO (100-200) and 
a smaller aperture (f11+) 
to slow shutter speed. I 
usually start out with a 
couple second shutter 
speed and adjust from 
there to get the right light 
movement and exposure 
that I am looking for.  
 
There are plenty of other 
things to capture at the fair 
like all the games of skill 
and chance with all there 
lights, if you like people 
photography there are all 
kinds of people at the fair 
from love birds, kids enjoy-
ing rides to the carnies. If 
you like animals most fairs 
have 4-H competition that 
will get you up close and 
personal with a lots of farm 
animals. 
 
Enjoy your time at the fair 
and have a great time with 
the photography opportuni-
ties that it brings!!  

Time for a trip to your local county fair 
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By Kelly Walkotten 

Changing the Brush Size and Opacity In Photoshop 

When using the paint brush tool in Photoshop, you can make the size of the brush 
larger or smaller by using the bracket keys on the typewriter (located next to the 
key P). The left bracket key makes the brush smaller. The right bracket key makes 
the brush size larger. 
 
When using the paint brush tool in Photoshop, you can use the numeric keys 0-10 
to control the brush opacity (ie. 1=10%, 2=20% etc.) 
Hold the Shift key while pressing the number to change the flow. 
 
While you are using the brush tool you do not have to go back to the options palette to 
change the brush size or softness. Left bracket key ‘['decreases the brush size and 
Right bracket key ']‘ increases the brush size. Similarly Shift + [ decrease hardness 
(makes the brush soft) and Shift +[ decrease hardness (makes the brush soft) and 
Shift + ] increases the hardness of the brush. 

Photo Editing Tip 

“Every Artist was 

First an Amateur.” 

 

Ralph Waldo Emerson 

THE CURRENTS 
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Photography Opportunities  

in August 

By Kevin Povenz and Sharon VanderBoon 

Summer 2015 

Description Location Date Web Page 

Coast Guard Festival Grand Haven Jul 24 - Aug 2 http://www.coastguardfest.org/  

Grand Rapids Color Run* Grand Rapids Aug 1 http://thecolorrun.com/grand-rapids/  

Red Barns Spectacular Car Show Gilmore Car Museum, 

Hickory Corners 

Aug 1             

8-4pm 

http://www.gilmorecarmuseum.org/ 

Unity Christian Music Festival Muskegon Aug 5-8 http://unitymusicfestival.com/ 

Del Shannon Days Car Show Coopersville Aug 7-8 http://www.delshannoncarshow.org/  

Big Sable Point Lighthouse Bus Day Ludington State Park Aug 8 & 22                

12-5pm 

http://www.splka.org/schedule.html 

Castle Grande (Sand Castle Building) Grand Haven Beach Aug 8 http://www.grandhaven.org/visitors/

calendar-of-events/  

Veen Observatory Lowell Aug 8 & 29                    
(if skies are clear) 

http://www.graaa.org/publicnight.html  

West Michigan Fair Mason County Fair-

grounds, Ludington 

Aug 11-15 http://www.masoncountyfairgrounds.com/ 

Sand Sculpture Contest Charles Mears State 

Park, Pentwater 

Aug 14               

8am 

http://www.mibluemag.com/columns/

summer-15/SandSculpture-summer15.htm 

Relix Riot: Traditional Hot Rods, Customs 

& Motorcycles 

Gilmore Car Museum, 

Hickory Corners 

Aug 15 http://www.gilmorecarmuseum.org/event/

relix-riot-traditional-hot-rods-customs-

Douglas Dutchers Vintage Baseball Game Ottawa Reformed 

Church, West Olive 

Aug 15 http://www.douglasdutchers.org/ 

Grand Jazz Fest Grand Rapids Aug 15-16 http://grandjazzfest.org/  

Insane Inflatable 5K Grand Rapids Aug 15-16 http://insaneinflatable5k.com/grand-rapids-

mi/’ 

Car Cruise-in Car Show Berlin Raceway Aug 20 http://www.bigboyabx.com/  

28th Street Metro Cruise Car Show Grand Rapids Aug 21-22 http://www.28thstreetmetrocruise.com/ 

19th Annual Wooden Boat Show & Parade Pentwater Yacht Club Aug 22 http://www.michigan.org/events/wooden-

boat-show/ 

Hudsonville Community Fair Hudsonville Aug 24-29 http://hudsonville-fair.com/index.html 

Eat Dirt Mud Run Kentwood Aug 29 http://www.eatdirtmudrun.com/  

* ADVICE: If you are thinking of taking photos of the Color Run I would read this article first https://fstoppers.com/
gear/think-twice-taking-your-dslr-color-run-race-3311   

WEEKLY EVENTS 
 
Jazz in the Park on Monday nights at Ah-Nab-Awen Park in Grand Rapids -  http://www.wmichjazz.org/  

Thursday Night Street Performers every Thursday, July thru August Downtown Holland (8th St)  - http://www.downtownholland.com/                                      
Experience every kind of performance art imaginable! Jugglers, musicians, mimes, clowns, acrobats and more! 

Fireworks every Saturday in August in St. Ignace (Mackinac Bridge) - http://www.stignace.com/event/fireworks-over-the-bay  

http://www.coastguardfest.org/
http://thecolorrun.com/grand-rapids/
http://www.delshannoncarshow.org/
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http://hudsonville-fair.com/index.html
http://www.eatdirtmudrun.com/
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Covenant Village of the Great Lakes 

2510 Lake Michigan Drive NW 

Grand Rapids, Michigan 

 

www.covenantgreatlakes.org 

Meeting Location 

2015-2016 Board and Committees 

President:  Larry Hayes 

President@RiverCityCameraClub.org 

 

Vice President:  Kevin Povenz 

VicePresident@RiverCityCameraClub.org 

 
Treasurer:  Dan Gomer 

Treasurer@RiverCityCameraClub.org 

 
Secretary:  Dan Gomer 

Secretary@RiverCityCameraClub.org 

 
Digital Coordinator:  Bob Bayer 

RCCCDigital@RiverCityCameraClub.org 

 
Fundraising: 

Fundraiser@RiverCityCameraClub.org 

 
Competition Chair:  Sharon VanderBoon  

Competition@RiverCityCameraClub.org 

 
Newsletter:  Dan Gomer 

RCCCNews@RiverCityCameraClub.org  

 
Webmasters:  Bob B., Dan G., and Kevin P. 

Webmaster@RiverCityCameraClub.org 

Cookie Brigade Reminder 

For September 

Larry Hayes 

Kevin Povenz 

Jim Shearer 

Do you have something you would like to share            

in the next Newsletter? 

 

If you have any photography tips, news, photos, or suggestions for the 

next issue of The Currents, please submit by August 15, 2015. 

Send to: RCCCNews@RiverCityCameraClub.org 

Copyright © River City Camera Club 

Sunset Manor Presenters Needed! 

 

Interested in presenting a photo show at Sunset Manor?   

Not only is this is a good fundraiser for the club, but residents of Sun-

set truly enjoy the Friday night shows. 

Plan for approximately a 45-50 minute show with remaining minutes 

of the hour for questions. The residents have had life long experiences 

that the shows draw them back to and they have many comments and 

questions. 

Please contact one of the Board Members for more information. 
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